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the F.W. de Klerk Foundation, I had the opportunity to contact different governmental actors that lived 

through the political transition in South Africa. Additionally, this institution offered me a chance to 

develop a nonpaid internship to check some digital archives and the possibility to write two open-ed 

articles focusing on the relevance of political transitions by looking at lessons learned from Colombia and 

South Africa, and the relevance of truth commissions in those countries. 

The opportunity to develop a research stay is one of the most profound experiences that scholars 

in the social sciences can face, reflect on, and enjoy. Before traveling to Cape Town, I made a training 

stop at the Peace Research Institute of Oslo. In that place, I took an Advanced Qualitative Methods in 

Conflict Studies course: focused on Case Study Research and Process Analytics. The content of this 

advanced graduate course would be relevant in developing the research stay in Cape Town. In that place, 

I learned some critical issues that scholars should consider before starting the fieldwork, such as the 

positionality of the researcher and the need to address ethical implications before, during, and after the 

research process.  
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Before settling interviews with government officials, freedom fighters, South African citizens, and 

academics, I went for a walk to understand the legacy of the apartheid rule in South Africa. In that sense, 

the downtown of Cape Town provides many elements to understand the rule and the struggle to dismantle 

the apartheid political system. One iconic place that one can find is the High Court Civil Annex. This 

place is one of the locations where South Africans were "tested" to determine what racial group the y 

belonged to using no scientific rigor. Close to this place, one can find a piece of the Berlin Wall in Cape 

Town. This important symbol of peace arrived in SA in 1996 when the German ambassador to South 

Africa organized for the piece to be housed outside the BMW Pavilion at the Waterfront. Nowadays, this 

piece resides outside the Mandela Rhodes Foundation in Downtown. This monument recalls that the 

attempts to separate people fail over time. Finally, One can find a bronze statue of President Mandela on 

the balcony of Cape Town City Hall. This piece remembers the first public speech that President Nelson 

Mandela gave on freedom. In sum, these places gave me an initial glimpse of the political transition that 

the South African people and the world experienced in the 90s decade. 
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Before and during the scheduling of interviews, I went to the Mayibuye Archives at the University 

of Western Cape to track the news coverage about the 1992 South African Referendum. In that place, I 

went to find some newspaper reports, but instead, I found historical gold. With the kind support of the 
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Another event that I included in my agenda on this 

particular research stay was the launch of the book 

Peacemaking and Peacebuilding in South Africa, The National 

Peace Accord, 1991-1994—written by Professor Liz 

Carmichael at the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation in 
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One of the most lovely elements that one can appreciate in developing a research stay is the natural 

beauty South Africa shows to its citizens and visitors. In that regard, I had the opportunity to visit some 

places I never thought would be so amazing. Such as the top of Lion's head mountain, the vineyards of 

Paarl, and a short visit to Sunset beach.    
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This research stay allowed me to reflect on some particular elements of the political transition in 

South Africa that undeniably would help me understand the key role that referendums play in establishing 

a peace accord that would end intrastate conflicts in the Global South. Beyond the access to archives and 

the opportunity to develop elite interviews, the add-value of this research stay was linked to interacting 

with South African citizens, who are always willing to help you in any situation. Many thanks to all of 

them. 



 




